Specialized Stems
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202), others are flattened (Fig. 203), and others even have the form
of leaves (Figs. 204, 205). Such stems as those of the cacti (Figs.
277, 279) are specialized
both for photosynthesis
and for water storage.

Absorption (root func-
tion). The epidermal
walls of submerged
water plants are not
cutinized; consequently
both the leaves and the
stems of such plants are
capable of absorbing
water and substances in
solution hi water.

The stems of some
parasitic plants produce
emergences which enter
the tissues of the host and
absorb water and food
material (Figs. 60, 61).

The function of an-
chorage, which is one of
the chief functions of
roots, is performed to
some extent by under-
ground stems (Fig. 206),
as in cannas and many

FIG. 202.  Cross section of a portion of round
stem of Euphorbia tirucalli (see Fig. 201)

Note the wide cortex specialized for water stor-
age ajid photosynthesis

Reproduction (seed
function). Many plants
reproduce by means of
stems (Fig. 5), this being
by far the mostusual mode
of vegetative reproduc-
tion in flowering plants.
Two of the most common methods of stem reproduction are by
rhizomes (stems that grow horizontally in the soil) and by runners